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1947, Alfred Loedding, The Man Behind the Flying Saucers  
Section 1, The Beginning 

 
 

Thundering out of the dark gray skies above the North Sea a British Mosquito night fighter 
found itself in hot pursuit of an unknown and violently maneuvering radar target. That cold 
and snowy night of January 16th, 1947 found the two-man crew in an aerial chase at 22,000 
feet around 10:30PM near Norfolk, England. Shortly thereafter the “unidentified aircraft” 
evaded pursuit.1 
  
That was by no means the first UFO account in history but perhaps the earliest for 1947. 
The incident was even written about in English and American newspapers although did not 
receive the attention that private pilot Kenneth Arnold did six months later when he reported 
seeing nine saucer-like objects over Mount Rainier in Washington State. Arnolds’s story 
coined the term “flying saucer” and hundreds if not thousands of saucer sightings followed 
in June and July. The public today only associates 1947 with the Roswell, New Mexico 
incident in early July. However, the Roswell “crash” was only one brief yet sensational news 
items.  The Roswell story did not remain in the public eye for more than a day and the fuller 
account we understand today did not surface till many years later.  
 
There were some other truly amazing incidents in 1947 that were not publicized. According 
to onetime United States Air Force Major and UFO project chief, Edward J. Ruppelt, the 
saucer reports which really shook up the American military were in that undisclosed 
category and occurred over Muroc Army Air Field on July 7th and 8th. Certainly, since the 
intensity of the public reports had picked up just a few days before during the long 4th of 
July weekend, the Pentagon had become concerned as the whole world started reporting 
strange flying objects. Maybe it was mass hysteria or maybe people were seeing something. 
 
By July 9th Army Intelligence officers had decided to interview some of the military witnesses 
and conduct investigations. The Air Materiel Command at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was 
then brought into the picture. Its intelligence unit started to compile reports and by 
September had recommended a formal project be established. The first of a series of 
investigations began in early 1948. From 1948 to 1951 the newly organized United States Air 
Force intelligence division offices in both Dayton and Washington struggled with the issue. 
All the while the press consistently inquired about the military’s opinion on the sightings. 
Little, however, was forthcoming from the Air Force because the subject was considered “a 
highly classified matter.”   
 
An almost forgotten personality in this story is a man by the name of Alfred C. Loedding. 
He became one of the first key investigators within the Air Force hierarchy to do research 
into the phenomenon. Although a noted aeronautical engineer, his work on the UFO 
sightings—then known only as “flying saucers,” was somewhat interesting because he had 
patented a flying saucer design himself. He, in fact, was one of the earliest engineers in 
America to study what was then termed low-aspect-ratio designs. That brief period of his life 
proved a most fascinating tale. 

                                                 
1 The (Portland) Oregonian, 30 April 1947; and thanks goes to the help of Dr. David Clarke of Sheffield, England. 
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Dayton, Ohio 
 

The morning of July 4th 1947, at 1554 South Smithville Road Dayton, Ohio, began very peacefully. 
An initially hazy dawn yielded to a blue sky and a sunny but muggy day of eighty-one degrees. 
With the after effects of the Second World War still being felt, the nation welcomed the long bright 
three-day holiday despite the heat.  It felt strange, however, for Alfred Christian Loedding not to 
be at work on a Friday morning. Over the past decade Loedding had served as a prized civilian 
aeronautical engineer at the well-known Army Air Force labs just down the road at Wright Field. 
Like others in his office, he was a workaholic who lived and breathed aviation.  
 
Yet for all his talents, relaxing at home was not one of them. His son, Donald, remembers his father 
always doing something when at the house. So maybe that morning he was hard at work cleaning 
and tuning his prized 1946 Buick. Perhaps Loedding was down in the basement working on a host 
of experiments that closely related to his work. He prided himself on being one of America’s first 
Army-employed engineers to study rocketry and jet propulsion which was a lifelong passion of 
his.2  
 
Undoubtedly, sometime during the Independence holiday Loedding stopped to pay attention to the 
news. Since June 24th there had been a small number of unique stories in the press concerning 
sightings of unusual flying objects. At the time, these were coined “flying discs” or “saucers” after 
private pilot Kenneth Arnold likened the nine objects he saw over the Cascade Mountains on that 
date to “saucers skipping across the water”.  
 
It was not until the July 4th weekend that the sightings dramatically increased in intensity and 
started to dominate news headlines. West Coast newspapers had been the first to detail the stories 
although soon the reports spanned the nation. Loedding may have heard accounts of the latest 
sightings on the WNBC Bob Smith morning radio news show that Friday at 9:00AM. On Saturday 
he could have caught some Midwest stories in print. By Sunday even the New York Times had a 
page-one feature on the discs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                                 
2 Personal interviews with Alfred Loedding’s son Donald Loedding from 1998 to 2013. 

Above, Loedding’s “Flying Disc” model, patented in 1948. A smaller scale 
model of this design flew with rockets which Loedding built and tested himself. 
Right, blueprints of design.        Illustration rights granted by Donald Loedding. 
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It would be interesting to have known Loedding’s initial reaction to these accounts or to read the 
mind of this brilliant engineer who had graduated the Daniel Guggenheim School of Aeronautics 
back in 1930. This is especially important because Alfred had been privately designing flying 
wing-shaped aircraft (then termed low-aspect-ratio) and lecturing about the concept with a glass 
slide show since the 1930s. Some of these concepts by 1947 were translated into small working 
models, looking more like flying saucers than flying wings. He certainly knew aviation, having 
held a key position with the Bellanca family in their noted aircraft company before coming to work 
for Wright Labs in 1938.3  

 
At Wright Labs Loedding established the first 
jet propulsion division and became the 
resident expert on rocketry. Before the war he 
even became a key contact from Wright Field 
with civilian rocket pioneer Robert H. 
Goddard. Loedding had then been working in 
an aeronautics laboratory under the T-3 
Engineering Department. He had had an 
admirable tenure at T-3 but after WWII went 
to work in the T-2 Intelligence Department, 
then headed up by Colonel Donald L. Putt. The 
famed T-2 Intelligence branch of Air Material 
Command (AMC) had analyzed the massive 
amounts of German technical documents and 

hardware recovered at the close of the war. In fact, Loedding went to work for T-2 Intelligence 
because they needed help in analyzing the more radical German jet and rocket powered aircraft 
such as the Messerschmitt 163. 
 
Being in Intelligence, it is fair to speculate 
that Loedding might have even had some 
hint of the more spectacular saucer stories 
before he returned to work on Monday, July 
7th.  He may have been intrigued by the July 
6th Sunday New York Times exclusive on the 
recent deployment of two reactivated B-29 
bomber groups to the West Coast and how 
their appearance coincided in place and time 
with many of the disc sightings. Certainly, 
that last day of the long holiday weekend he 
would have been mulling over all he had 
learned to date. Up to this time the military 
had issued only a few and very 
contradictory statements on the incidents.  
 
Loedding would have surely been aware of this because he knew and worked for many of those 
Army Air Force personnel being quoted. 4  For example, right after Arnold’s sighting in late June, 
Army Air Force (AAF) spokesmen had been telling reporters that the saucer sightings would be 
“looked into.” Loedding soon learned that on July 2nd, AMC Commander Lieutenant General 
Nathan F. Twining had sent a routing slip about the Arnold case to Brigadier General S.R. 

                                                 
3 Personal papers of Alfred C. Loedding, courtesy Donald and Fred Loedding. 
4 Personal interview with Victor H. Bilek by Michael Hall at the USAF Museum, 29 July 1999. 

Alfred Loedding’s 1933 “Annular Wing” design. 
Illustration rights granted by Donald Loedding. 
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Brentnall. General Brentnall was the Chief of the T-3 Engineering Operations unit and Deputy 
Commanding General of T-3. He was also Loedding’s former boss. That routing slip stated that 
the disc sightings “required attention.” Shortly after that 4th of July weekend Brentnall personally 
traveled to New Mexico.5 
 
A July 3rd Boise Statesman article by aviation reporter Dave Johnson, a decorated B-29 veteran 
and Air National Guard organizer, did announce publicly that Lieutenant General Twining had 
started an investigation into the flying discs and invited people to write him. In contrast, on that 
same day Army Major Paul Gaynor stated to newsmen that a preliminary investigation had been 
dropped for “lack of evidence.”6 
  
However Johnson, in essence, had the story because he indicated that the AMC was going to be 

the outfit which would be analyzing the sightings. At the 
time AMC’s T-2 and T-3 departments were 
indistinguishable to many. This is understandable 
because their workshops and offices were not only 
located close together at Wright Field but the units often 
coordinated on various projects. Correspondence 
discovered in the 1990s tells us what Loedding may 
have soon then learned. The documents show that as 
directed by Lieutenant General Twining, Brigadier 
General Brentnall did indeed use the T-3 engineering 
and research offices to conduct some of the very first 
inquires.7 However, T-2 intelligence and specifically 
Alfred Loedding would soon take a lead on that task. 
The wheels were by then also turning in the Pentagon. 
The July 4th reports spurred action in Washington. 
  
As Loedding was driving down Springfield Road on his 
way toward Wright Field that Monday morning, a 
precedent-setting meeting began 600 miles away. It was 
held in the office of Brigadier General George F. 
Schulgen, the Intelligence Requirements Chief at AAF 
Intelligence Headquarters in the Pentagon. Brigadier 
General Schulgen served as one of the top Pentagon 
executive officers under AAF Intelligence Commander, 
Major General George C. McDonald.  

 
 
                                                                       Washington, DC 
 
Schulgen was given the authority to decide just as Twinging had, that some incidents should be 
investigated and witnesses interviewed. It was also decided to ask Twinging’s AMC in Dayton to 
follow through on any analysis they had begun. Twining and his AMC command was not directly 
under Schulgen’s AAF Intelligence Headquarters office. The AMC served under the command of 
Major General Laurence C. Craigie, Director of Research & Development, Headquarters. 
                                                 
5 FOIA request I-NAIC-97-053, Project Sign and Grudge documents 1948-1949, WPAFB, Dayton, Ohio; and the New York 
Times, 6 July 1947. 
6 San Francisco, California, Chronicle, 6 July 1947. 
7 General Brentnall correspondence from FOIA request I-NAIC-97-053, Project Sign and Grudge documents 1948-1949, WPAFB, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Alfred Loedding served on the Wight Field Army Air 
Corps liaison team to visit Robert H. Goddard’s 
worksite and testing ground at the Mescalero Ranch near 
Roswell, New Mexico. Loedding was chosen for the 
assignment because he was one of the few aeronautical 
engineers who had any experience in rocketry at that 
time.             Photo rights granted by Donald Loedding. 
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Basically, the different offices coordinated efforts as needed. So, a memorandum for record was 
written by Schulgen and cables drafted to the AMC in Dayton and the Air Defense Command 
(ADC) based at Mitchel Field, New York. The cables requesting the interviews were not 
dispatched until 5:45PM EST on the 9th of July 1947. The ADC at Mitchel Field used a Counter 
Intelligence Corps (CIC) detachment assigned to them to conduct the interviews and coordinated 
with CIC agents at various bases in the West like Roswell Army Air Field and the numbered Air 
Force commands. On July 10th, the ADC involved Fourth Army Intelligence at Hamilton Field, 
California, because the Arnold sighting had occurred in their area of the country.  
 

 
So, it was the ADC that ordered the Fourth Army Air Force, via its own CIC officers, to conduct 
interviews of the first witnesses. Those investigations started as early as July 12th and were handled 
by Fourth Army Air Force Captain William Lee Davidson and First Lieutenant Frank Mercer 
Brown, under Lieutenant Colonel Donald L. Springer’s supervision. The AMC and Alfred 
Loedding had nothing to do with that. Nor did Loedding ever have a chance to meet Brown or 
Davidson because they were both soon killed in a tragic airplane crash. It is ironic because 
eventually Loedding ended up inheriting and expanding their mission later that summer. In fact, 
by the fall of 1947 and into 1948, Loedding would be officially recognized as the “project engineer 
for unidentified flying objects,” a term he himself would create. 
 
Records from 1947 detail that mid-level Army Air Force brass like Brigadier General Schulgen by 
this early July time frame were very worried. The concern at that time focused on the Russians 
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and worries of Soviet reconnaissance flights over United States bases. It is unknown just how 
much reactive concern the Truman Administration placed on the Pentagon. By all accounts the 
Army Air Intelligence officers were baffled that there was not more apparent concern from higher 
up the chain of command on the sightings. In other words, Brigadier Generals on down were 
apprehensive but the high brass and full generals seemed to ignore the issue. Yet, the wheels 
apparently were turning when some high-ranking spokesman, likely from General Vandenberg’s 
office, released this statement: 
 
Washington, July 9 (UP)--Official Washington was sure today that it knew what the flying saucers were not--
but it hadn’t the faintest idea what they were. The Army Air Forces said they had the matter under 
investigation. Preliminary study has disclosed that the flying discs are not:  
  
 1.  Secret bacteriological weapons of some foreign power. 
 2.  New-type Army rockets. 
 3.  Space ships. 8 
 
By that point Brigadier General Schulgen formally asked for help from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Schulgen’s Collections Branch assistants, Colonel Taylor and Lieutenant Colonel 
Garrett, served as the chief liaison with the FBI. They utilized FBI Special Agent S.W. Reynolds 
to coordinate the Bureau’s assistance in the interrogation of witnesses. By late July, someone, most 
likely Lieutenant Colonel Garrett of the Collection Branch, decided to write up a preliminary report 
for the Air Intelligence Requirement Division. 
  
As he sat there in his Pentagon office in room 4544, Garrett put all the gathered data in perspective. 
He then assuredly passed it onto his superior, Collections Branch Chief Colonel Taylor. Taylor 
would have been the one to hand deliver it to his boss, Brigadier General Schulgen. Schulgen 
would have presented it to his direct superior, AAF Intelligence Commander Major General 
McDonald. 
 
Eventually the document was sent to Wright Field and shared with Colonel McCoy and Alfred 
Loedding at T-2 as well as the T-3 group. We know this because wording from Garrett’s report 
found its way into a report Colonel McCoy wrote for AMC commander General Twining. The 
resulting “Twining memo” from later that September will be discussed in a moment. But first let’s 
look at Lieutenant Colonel Garret’s preliminary estimate: 

From detailed study of reports selected for their impression of veracity and reliability, several conclusions have 
been formed: 

a. This "flying saucer" situation is not all imaginary or seeing too much in some natural    
        phenomenon. Something is really flying around. 
b.  Lack of topside inquiries, when compared to the prompt and demanding inquiries that have  
       originated topside upon former events, give more than ordinary weight to the possibility that  
       this is a domestic project, about which the President, etc. know. 
c. What ever the objects are, this much can be said of their physical appearance: 

1. The surface of these objects is metallic, indicating a metallic skin, at least. 
2. When a trail is observed, it is lightly colored, a Blue-Brown haze, that is similar to a rocket  

              engine's exhaust. Contrary to a rocket of the solid type, one observation indicates that the fuel  
              may be throttled which would indicate a liquid rocket engine. 

3. As to shape, all observations state that the object is circular or at least elliptical, flat on the  
              bottom and slightly domed on the top. The size estimates place it somewhere near the size of a  
              C-54 or a Constellation. 

                                                 
8 ” Army Tells What Discs Are Not,” St. Louis (Missouri) Post-Dispatch, 8 July 1947. 
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4. Some reports describe two tabs, located at the rear and symmetrical about the axis of flight  
               motion. 

5. Flights have been reported, from three to nine of them, flying good formation on each other,  
               with speeds always above 300 knots. 

6. The discs oscillate laterally while flying along, which could be snaking.9 

The intention in compiling this preliminary report, or in military lingo a preliminary estimate of 
the situation, may have been to bring the issue to a head. In other words, Garrett’s paper hoped to 
establish a position of sorts on the reported phenomena. Before looking at foreign technology, 
McDonald, Schulgen, Taylor, Garrett, McCoy and certainly Loedding wanted to know if the discs 
represented a secret American project. 
 
Colonel Taylor checked on that angle when he asked General Curtis E. LeMay, AAF Deputy Chief 
of Air Staff of Research and Development, if there was a domestic U.S. project responsible for the 
disc sightings. LeMay stated that “the AAF has no project with the characteristics similar to those 
which have been associated with the Flying Discs”10  LeMay would have had access to information 
that even Major General McDonald would not have had despite the fact McDonald was head of 
AAF Intelligence. So when LeMay discounted the notion that the U.S. had anything resembling 
the saucers, it was accepted. After that, their more overwhelming fears centered around something 
of foreign, namely Soviet origin. All of these men, however, quickly became frustrated with the 
higher echelons of the military in their attempts to crack the mystery. Distinguished UFO 
researcher Professor Michael Swords writes in reference to this: 
 
As July wore on into August, Garrett, Schulgen, and Reynolds became confused by a void of interest or pressure 
emanating from the high echelons of the Pentagon. They had gone through an investigative furor, which they 
considered to be similar to the flying disks, the previous year when hundreds of “ghost rocket” reports were 
made in Sweden and other European countries. In the 1946 experience, though, the top brass had exerted 
continuous pressure to find an answer. But here, the brass had gone completely quiet. This puzzling void has 
been termed “the Silence from Topside.” It was very peculiar to Garrett and the FBI. Their mutual suspicion 
was that the very highest brass knew what this phenomenon was already.11 
 
On the following page is an FBI document dated August 19th in which Lieutenant Colonel Garrett 
is quoted in an almost identical fashion about the lack of concern by “high brass.” This and 
Garrett’s preliminary estimate leads some researchers to believe that “the Silence from Topside” 
was due to the fact that the upper (high) echelons of Pentagon leadership already knew what the 
discs were.  
 
The “Silence from Topside” concept is also used by a few researchers to refer to the Roswell 
incident. Certain scholars feel that physical evidence was recovered during that event or even from 
an earlier disc crash, proving the flying saucers to represent a real technology. The assumption is 
of course that the “technology” was of an extraterrestrial origin and that the “top brass” were 
involved in a cover up of evidence. Others feel that if there was a suspicion that the high brass 
“knew the real answer,” it involved the idea of a secret insight into Soviet acquired Nazi 
technology. In other words, maybe the high brass assumed the flying saucers were Soviet weapons 
developed with the help of German scientists. 
 
 
 
                                                 
9 Michael D. Swords, “Project Sign and The Estimate of the Situation” fist draft article written for 1998 issue of Journal Of UFO 
Studies. 
10 Documents from the files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
11 Michael D. Swords, “Project Sign and The Estimate of the Situation” fist draft article written for 1998 issue of Journal Of UFO 
Studies. 
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The FBI simply wanted to know up front if the phenomenon was a matter that actually required 
their expertise because the Bureau had limited manpower. J. Edgar Hover, head of the FBI, was 
always happy to cooperate with the military. In World War Two the FBI had played a very 
important role in tracking down Nazi spies and conducting investigative work in connection with 
the first Japanese Fugo balloon bombs which were often found in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
However, when flying saucers became an issue during the summer of 1947, Hoover saw the role 
of the FBI in such matters confined to investigating foreign espionage. In other words, as 
distinguished UFO researcher Loren Gross wrote in his book on the 1947 wave, “If the saucers 
were not due to Communist agents making false reports, there wasn’t much to keep the FBI 
busy.”12 What really bothered Hoover was that from July 9th through the fall of 1947, he saw the 
military using the FBI to deal with the cases that involved pure nonsense or misidentification of 
common objects. Hoover became aware of this at a very early stage and did not want his agents 
wasting their time investigating cases that involved ash can lids and toilet seats being mistaken for 
crashed flying saucers; which sometimes did happen at times. 
 
Specifically, Hoover demanded of the Army Air Force that the FBI be made privy to all the 
evidence they had on the mystery. He wanted the FBI lab to be allowed to inspect material known 
to have been collected by AAF CIC officers in some of the disc cases, including Roswell. Hoover 
in no way thought that the military had acquired space ships from another world. He simply 
thought that the AAF had recovered artifacts which might link suspected communist subversives 
to some of the disc sightings. He also suspected a Russian connection to the flying saucers.   
 
As a case in point, when Hoover was denied access to materials like those that he knew had been 
collected at Roswell, he became angry. In other words, the Director knew that the military had 
acquired some sort of materials during that incident. This definitely proves a real event of some 
kind transpired near Roswell. He may have assumed the recovered debris was only the result of a 
hoax or misidentified weather balloon or maybe something else unspecified. Hoover simply 
wanted the FBI to analyze the material themselves so they could play a meaningful role, especially 
if it had as he would phrase it, a subversive (communist) connection.  
 
Certainly, as history has proved, J. Edgar Hoover was not one to play second fiddle to anyone. It 
appears, however, that the military simply wanted the FBI around to utilize their skills in 
interrogation and doing background checks. The FBI did continue to do this for many years for 
the Air Force regarding UFO cases. Although, basically, Hoover decreased the FBI’s active role 
in saucer investigations by the late fall of 1947 even though over the years FBI files prove that 
they did keep tabs on the overall situation as it pertained to the Air Force’s interest in the subject. 
The FBI also compiled files on sightings when they were reported to one of their field offices and 
on occasion did conduct interviews independent of Air Force cooperation. Most of the FBI files 
deal with the 1947 to 1952 period of early sightings. 
 
There is no doubt that the military became just as concerned as Hoover initially did about the 
Soviets exploiting “flying saucers” as part of their espionage activities. Some even thought UFOs 
in general to be a hoax created by Soviet sympathizers. But the prevailing attitude for the rest of 
1947 concentrated on the theory that the saucers could be Soviet aircraft utilizing captured German 
technology and expertise. After all, that would be about the only way one could describe America’s 
own cutting-edge weapons developments in 1947, most of it being the result of the work of its own 
German scientists recruited after the war. 
 
                                                 
12 Loren Gross, UFO’s: A History 1947, p. 53. 
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Even as late as 1952, some Pentagon officials would be speculating about a German/Soviet 
connection to the UFO mystery. Some still thought the flying saucers were Soviet reconnaissance 
aircraft. Others may have only speculated, like Hoover may have, that the Soviets were exploiting 
the issue as a means of phycological warfare.13 Following is an intriguing letter that was forwarded 
to the Intelligence office in Dayton in 1952 after a widely-read article in Life magazine. It would 
seem to support the theory that the Russians did acquire unique technology from the Germans if it 
is indeed a genuine account: 
 
I’m sorry if I send this letter to you, but I have something to tall [sic] you about the “Flying Saucers”. I am a 
German, and my trade is Aeronautical Engineer. Please dont [sic] think I look for a job in this trade. No, I just 
wont [sic] tall [sic] you, was happend [sic] about this plane before all is over. I am sorry if I writh [sic] in the 
German laguage [sic] below, my english grammar is too bad to tall [sic] you right. [Translator’s note: these 
first three paragraphs are in English in the original text and I have copied them verbatim.] I would like to stress 
once more that by writing you this letter, I am not looking for a position nor do I want to make my name famous 
in an easy way. To start with, I would refuse this. 
 
Since there is so much clamor going on, I think it is time for me to tell you something about it and for this 
reason I am writing you a few lines. All this noise about these flying apparatus is known to you, but I would 
like to tell you not to believe in the visits from other planets or in the meteorological phenomena, because I 
believe that all this is a big mistake. 
 
In 1944 I worked with a small group of scientists and technicians on flying apparatus which resembled exactly 
this “Flying Saucer.” Due to the air raids our group was sent to Silesia in order to work undisturbed. The 
experiments were only model tests and they were supposed to be realized in great haste since, according to 
Teich Marshal Goring’s directive, this was Hitler’s “Mystery Weapon.” We were subordinate directly to him 
(Goring) and cut off from every outside communication. Even the letters which I wrote to my wife had to be 
addressed via Berlin where they were subject to censorship. 
 
The end came in 1945. We wanted to save at least something, so we separated and tried to reach the west 
individually. As I found out, not everyone succeeded because three of our group were captured and with them 
a part of the test results as well as some technical drawings. This was reported to me by a colleague who 
succeeded in escaping at the last moment. This is what I have to say on this point. 
 
Now, let’s go to the apparatus itself. After the wind-tunnel tests, an experimental model was built of 3.6 m (in 
diameter). The driving motor was the same as the one used for the experimental rockets. The steering gear was 
remotely controlled and similar to the FX-Bombs, which I know you are familiar with. From the aerotechnical 
standpoint, the results were amazing and they surpassed all expectations. However, it would take too long to 
give you all the details. You have a staff of scientists and technicians and I can only advise you to work at full 
steam so that the technique will not be 10 years ahead in a certain part of the world, while you believe yourselves 
to be in the first place. I am thinking of the jets in Korea. But please, do not think that I, as a small man, would 
like to propose something. I don’t. But do not be misled about things which do exist. 
 
Perhaps you will say: “Who does he think he is, this German guy, he can’t teach us, Americans, etc.” Please, 
gentlemen, the question now is not “who invented this thing,” the only thing that matters now is not to be the 
last one and, at a decisive moment, find oneself confronted with the facts. By then, of course, it would be too 
late. Just look at 1939-1945, and I believe we learned enough. 
 
I hope that you do not misunderstand me. Even though my duty is not to gossip about these things, nevertheless, 
the existence of these things released me from the secrecy-oath given at that time to the constructor. I wish you 
every success in this work and I remain.      
 
 Sincerely, Rudolf Goy 14 

                                                 
13 Lieutenant Colonel Hoffman, Project Grudge technical report, psychological Warfare Division, 3 April 1950, via I-NAIC-96-
042 request. 
14 Air Technical Intelligence Files. This letter appears to have been forwarded to Intelligence in Dayton from the Canadian Defense 
Research Board that did carry on a correspondence with Goy and attempted to interview him, but apparently funds were not 
available or deemed warranted to pursue an in-person interview. Some e in the department felt Goy was not worth the effort and 
unreliable. 
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Whether the military wanted to investigate the saucer sightings or not, public and political pressure 
would have mandated it. The following letter details an inquiry by an energetic young U.S. 
Representative, Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas. Nothing stirs up the Pentagon more than a 
congressman asking questions. In fact, congressional concern over UFOs appears to have kept the 
Air Force on the hot seat all the way through the 1960s. On July 8, 1947, Johnson seemed to have 
been the first in a long line of congressional inquiries when he sent a letter to the War (soon to be 
called Defense) Department. The Texas Congressman wanted some answers for a constituent: 
 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U.S. 
  Washington, D.C. 
  July 8, 1947 
 The War Department, 
 Washington, D.C. 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
 The attached communication is submitted for your consideration, and to ask that the request made 
therein be compiled with, if possible. 
 If you will advise me of your action in the matter and have the letter returned to me with your reply, I 
will Appreciate it. 
 
 Very Truly yours, 
  /s/ Lyndon Johnson M.C. 
  Letter to Rep. Lyndon Johnson  
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 Why has the Government been so lax and complacent about these “Flying Discs,” yet admitting that 
they haven’t the slightest idea about what they are? Is this still the same old pre-Pearl Harbor attitude of the 
Army and Navy--We don’t care, and “let’s forget the whole thing?” 
 If Russia is sending these over as a threat or display of power, we better start preparing for the worst: 
Kick all Russians out of the country and start organizing for war. Make our own “Iron Curtain.” Puck up all 
pro-Russian “Americans” and put them in detention camps like we did the Japanese. 
W.H. Earhart 
Austin, Texas15 
 
There are literally rooms full of interesting documents now available to researchers which detail 
the history behind the investigation of the whole UFO phenomenon. The one document of interest 
for our 1947 timeline however, which really got the ball rolling regarding the start of a formal 
investigation into flying saucers, concerned an assessment from Wright Field. It became known as 
the “Twining Memo” and has an involved history.  
 
The story again revolves around this early notion (or fear) over a recovered Nazi technology. It 
started as early as the Muroc sightings (which will be detailed shortly) when T-2 began to speculate 
that the flying disc phenomenon may be advanced German Third Reich aircraft being designed 
and flown by the Soviets. This made sense at the time—or at least to the T-2 group who had 
focused on the dissemination of German technical documents and aviation-related hardware since 
the close of the war. So, maybe they just had Nazis on their mind.  
 
Specifically suspect regarding this German/flying saucer connection were the wartime designs of 
flying wing style aircraft inspired by the Horten brothers, Reimar and Walter of Goettingen. One 
of their jet propelled flying wing designs was undoubtedly studied by Alfred Loedding. This 
became a very sobering theory which apparently attracted the attention of Pentagon Intelligence 

                                                 
15 Linden B. Johnson Presidential Library. 
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officers like Schulgen, Taylor, and Garrett. By late summer concern over the theory led Brigadier 
General Schulgen to verbally request from Lieutenant General Twining his opinion. Twining’s 
assessment, however, would logically be based on what his AMC’s T-2 and T-3 at Wright Field 
teams had deduced to date. In Dayton the AMC had their own organizational structure. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On September 23, 1947, Lieutenant General Twining made his reply to Brigadier General 
Schulgen in writing. Now known as the Twining memo, it was in all likelihood originally drafted 
by then T-2 Commander Colonel Howard McCoy with Lodding's assistance. The document made 
some interesting conclusions and eventually led to the formation of Project Sign—the first 
“official” Air Force UFO investigation: 
 
1. As requested by AC/AS-2 there is presented below the considered opinion of this command concerning the  
     so-called “Flying Discs.” This opinion is based on interrogation report data furnished by AC/AS-2 and  
     preliminary studies by personnel of T-2 and Aircraft Laboratory, Engineering Division T-3. This opinion  
     was arrived at in a conference between personnel from the Air Institute of Technology, Intelligence T-2,  
    Office, Chief of Engineering Division, and the Aircraft, Power Plant and Propeller Laboratories of  
    Engineering Division T-3.  
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2.  It is the opinion that: 
a. The phenomenon is something real and not visionary or fictitious.  
b. There are objects probably approximating the shape of a disc, of such appreciable size as to appear  

                   to be as large as man-made aircraft.  
c. There is a possibility that some of the incidents may be caused by natural phenomena, such as  

                   meteors.  
d. The reported operating characteristics such as extreme rates of climb, maneuverability (particularly  

                   in roll), and motion which must be considered evasive when sighted or contacted by friendly aircraft  
                   and radar, lend belief to the possibility that some of the objects are controlled either manually,  
                   automatically or remotely.  

e. The apparent common description is as follows: 
(1) Metallic or light reflecting surface.   
(2) Absence of trail, except in a few instances where the object apparently was operating under  

                    high performance conditions.  
(3) Circular or elliptical in shape, flat on bottom and domed on top.  
(4) Several reports of well kept formation flights varying from three to nine objects.  
(5) Normally no associated sound, except in three instances a substantial rumbling roar was noted.  
(6) Level flight speeds normally above 300 knots are estimated.  

f. It is possible within the present U.S. knowledge—provided extensive detailed development is  
                  undertaken—to construct a piloted aircraft which has the general description of the object in  
                  subparagraph (e) above which would be capable of an approximate range of 7000 miles at subsonic  
                 speeds.  

g. Any development in this country along the lines indicated would be extremely expensive, time  
                   consuming and at the considerable expense of current projects and therefore, if directed, should be  
                  set up independently of existing projects.  

h. Due consideration must be given the following: 
(1) The possibility that these objects are of domestic origin—the product of some high security  

                    project not known to AC/AS-2 or this Command. 
(2) The lack of physical evidence in the shape of crash recovered exhibits which would  

                      undeniably prove the existence of these subjects.  
(3) The possibility that some foreign nation has a form of propulsion possibly nuclear, which  

                     is outside of our domestic knowledge.  
3. It is recommended that:- 

a. Headquarters, Army Air Forces issue a directive assigning a priority, security classification and  
                   Code name for a detailed study of this matter to include the preparation of complete sets of all  
                   available and pertinent data which will then be made available to the Army, Navy, Atomic Energy  
                  Commission, JRDB, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Group, NACA, and the RAND and NEPA  
                  projects for comments and recommendations, with a preliminary report to be forwarded within 15  
                 days of receipt of the data and a detailed report thereafter every 30 days as the investigation develops.  
                 A complete interchange of data should be affected.  
4. Awaiting a specific directive AMC will continue the investigation within its current resources in order to  
     more closely define the nature of the phenomenon. Detailed Essential Elements of Information will be  
     formulated immediately for transmittal through channels.  
 
Lt. Gen. Nathan Twining16  
 
To assist in ascertaining if a link existed to Nazi technology, the Twining memo called for an 
Essential Elements of Information or EEI document. The EEI also served as an overall check list 
of important details to note about a sighting—for example shape of object, trajectory, time of 
event, etc. Alfred Loedding and Pentagon consultant Dr. Charles Carroll would draw up the EEI 
that fall. It was then sent to all U.S. Army Counter Intelligence Corps to provide guidelines for 
investigating a UFO incident.  
    
By the fall of 1947, the EEI was combined with a detailed Collection Memorandum from Brigadier 
General Schulgen titled AIR INTELLIGENCE GUIDE FOR ALLEGED “FLYING SAUCER 
TYPE AIRCRAFT.” The guide was hand-distributed within the Army Counter Intelligence Corps-

                                                 
16 Edward Condon, ed., Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects (New York: Bantams, 1969), p. 894. 
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Europe (ECIC) by Lieutenant Colonel Malcolm Seashore (a former chief of the T-2 Analysis 
section at Wright Field). The Collection Memorandum also went to CIC units in Sweden, Finland, 
Turkey, Greece, Iran, China, Norway, the Philippines, and the American embassy in Moscow. 
ECIC agents in Germany scoured the allied occupation zones for clues to the existence of any 
models of Horten-like aircraft but found nothing.17    
 
It is very apparent from reading the various drafts of the collection memos that Intelligence wanted 
European commands to be on the lookout for a possible German/Soviet link to the discs. This is 
exemplified by the frequent mention of the Horten brothers in the documents. Thanks to a 1994 
documents release from the Army Security Agency, we know that T-2 had determined from the 
July to October 1947 time frame that the discs had characteristics worthy of study. Following is 
an October 20, cover letter to the first EEI from the Operations Branch of the 970th CIC.  
 

SECRET 
1. Attached hereto is an EEI written at Wright Field, Ohio, concerning the flying saucers recently sighted over  
    the United States. 
 
2. For your information, the Air Materiel Command at Wright Field is making a study of this subject and is  
    constructing models to be tested in a wind tunnel. As a guide in constructing the models, descriptions from  
    various persons who claimed to have sighted these objects were used. The Air Materiel Command is of the  
   opinion that some sort of object, such as the flying saucer, did exist.18    

 
 
It is highly likely that Alfred Loedding, who was already working on patents for low-aspect-ratio 
or “flying saucer-like” airfoils, had a hand in that model analysis program. Although flying saucers 
caught the attention of U.S. military intelligence in 1947, the first official investigation, Project 
Sign, did not begin until February 11, 1948.19 This was for all practical purposes a continuation of 
work which had been going on since the late summer of 1947 under Loedding. The “Twining 
memo” had set the wheels in motion for it all. While this would dovetail with that work already 
initiated by Loedding under Colonel McCoy’s T-2 Intelligence unit, everyone realized a formal 
investigation was needed.20 So Major General Laurence C. Craigie (Director of USAF Research 
& Development) in Washington made it official. He issued an order on December 30, 1947, 
approving a group “to collect, collate, evaluate and distribute to interested government agencies 
and contractors all information concerning sightings and phenomena in the atmosphere which can 
be construed to be of concern to the national security.”  
 
Since the AMC at Wright (and nearby Patterson) Field was then a directorate of General Graigie’s 
command, Dayton ended up with the UFO project which became known as Project Sign. Alfred 
Loedding became a lead Project Sign investigator. By late 1948 Alfred Loedding would author the 
project’s concluding report or Estimate of the Situation. His conclusion and that of most of the 
Project Sign investigators would be that flying saucers, or UFOs as Loedding occasional called 
them, were extraterrestrial in origin.   
 
 
 

                                                 
17 United States Army Intelligence Command (INSOM) documents, dossier 198239. (May be viewed at        
http://www.blackvault.com/foia/army.html#1.) 
18 Bruce Maccabee, UFO FBI Connection (St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 2000,) pp. 22-23. 
19 Work under that code name had been underway since January 26th. 
20 Although Sign was officially classified as “Restricted,” records do show “top secret” and “secret” classifications assigned 
to some of the project’s paperwork. 


